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(1)  Page 272, note I

Corporate trading was carried on by the London Mercers'
Company. In 1347 it was laid down that " the money of the
said Company should be in the hands of the four wardens . . .
to trade with ". This corporate trading was in operation in
1464, the last year for which accounts exist. Common buying
is recorded in 1485, when it was ordered that cloth should
be bought at the Steelyard on behalf of the Company, and
" divided among such persons as will have thereof " l.

* Acts of Court of the Mercers' Company (ed. Lyell), pp. x, 178,

(2)  Page 286, note 3

Instances of the exaction of tolls, in which London
successfully (and Lancaster unsuccessfully) claimed im-
munity,- are recorded as late as the seventeenth century

1 Autobiography of William Stout of Lancaster (ed. J. Harland, 1851), 27.
See infra, vol. iii. Appendix, p. 491, No, 4.

(3)  Page 295, note i

A mediaeval riddle asks : " What is the boldest thing in
the world ? " The answer is : "A miller's shirt, for it clasps
a thief by the throat daily " \

1 Bennett, Life on the English Manor, 135.

(4)  Page 312, note 4

Among the London Mercers an apprentice was required
to serve out his term of ten years, " but because he is lately
married " he was licensed " to take wages " x.

1 Acts of Court of the Mercers' Company (ed. Lyell), 186.

(5) Page 345, note i
John Colet, founder of St. Paul's School, amortized lands
to the London Mercers' Company on condition of maintaining
the school. Erasmus wrote : " After he had finished all, he
left the perpetual care [of the school] to the Company of